7. GRASSLANDS

Amphibians

I n the coastal grasslands of Loango National Park and in the Gamba
region, the amphibians are not very visible, one could even say rare,
but one species particularly deserves mention: Perret’s snout-burrower
Hemisus perreti (Box below). The other species are, rather, linked to the
wetlands or forests and only appear in the grasslands during the rainy
season and mostly when they are partially flooded.
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downpours. Their food consists of termites and other been seen carrying their tadpoles toward the water.

Perhaps these behaviors are shared by nine species in
the genus, but for the most part no thorough ecological
study has been undertaken as of yet. Hemisus perreti
(Figure 560) is among those species whose biology is not
very well known. Discovered in 1972 on the coast of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, it was not known until
its recent discovery in Gabon, where the populations
were inventoried in Loango National Park., in the town
of Gamba and its surrounding area, and in one tract

of savanna in Moukalaba-Doudou National Park. The
species seems, therefore, to have a very restrained
distribution, in forest-savanna mosaic along the
southern coast from Gabon to Congo, between sea level
and altitudes of 110 m, but in known areas, the species
appears to be fairly common.

Reptiles

A mong reptiles, the most common snake is a sand snake, Psammophis
of phillipsi (Figure 562). It belongs to the family Lamprophiidae and
sub-family Psammophiinae, formerly included in the Colubridae. The
widespread genus Psammophis has many species in African grasslands,
but only one in Gabon. It is a diurnal snake, terrestrial, very fast and
venomous. Easily recognisable to its head pattern, it is not dangerous for
humans since its venom fangs are back in the mouth. Its main food seems
to be amphibians.




